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On Wednesday, June 25, 2014 the Arizona Attorney General’s Office notified our Criminal Investigations Bureau that a deputy 
involved shooting case from Eloy had been reviewed by their office and Deputy Heath Rankin was cleared of any criminal wrong 
doing. 
 
The shooting occurred on January 14th, 2014 in the city of Eloy.  Suspect Manuel Orosco Longoria (age 40 of Mesa) was driving a 
stolen vehicle and attempted to ram several law enforcement vehicles in an attempt to get away during a 40 minute pursuit.  During 
the pursuit he gestured that he had a weapon and repeatedly stated, he “wouldn’t be taken alive." 
 
Eventually the pursuit ended after his vehicle became disabled due to deputies 
performing a “pit maneuver.” 
 
Longoria exited the vehicle and refused to obey verbal commands as he yelled 
profanities at the deputies. Deputies ordered him to the ground and he refused to 
comply.    Officers and deputies attempted to use less lethal means to take him into 
custody including firing several beanbag rounds and Taser deployments. Longoria 
refused to obey commands and suddenly reached back into the vehicle.   
 
When Longoria came out of the vehicle, he assumed a shooting stance with both 
hands clasped together as if he was firing a pistol.  Within one second of him assuming the shooting stance, Deputy Rankin fired the 
first of two bullets, striking Longoria and killing him.  Deputy Rankin thought Longoira had a gun as he was directly in front of him, 
standing in a shooting stance and it appeared he was about to fire a gun at him. 
 
After the scene and follow up investigation was completed, Dr. Parris Ward from “Biodynamics Engineering Inc.” conducted a 
video analysis and enhancement of both the patrol dash camera video and the citizen cell phone videos.  The videos also were time 
stamped as a means to determine exactly what occurred.  The enhanced video can be downloaded at: ftp.pinalcountyaz.gov  
Username: PCSO_MEDIA Password: PCSO_Medi@1 
 
Dr. Bill Lewinski (Professor of Law Enforcement at Minnesota State University, Mankato) also provided consultation.  Attached are 
papers and studies which he and Dr. Bill Hudson (Chairperson of the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at 
Minnesota State University, Mankato) wrote related to visual complexity, decision making, reaction times and other factors related to 
officer involved shooting cases.  Attached is a summary of their studies and other articles pertaining to officer involved shooting 
cases. 
 
Sheriff Paul Babeu stated, “Law enforcement officers across the country are forced to make split-second judgement decisions in 
circumstances that are tense, uncertain and rapidly evolving.  Some members of the media and public were quick to criticize the 
actions of this deputy based on the cell phone video which a Phoenix television altered in an attempt to create news rather than 
report news.    It is clear now from the enhanced video and investigation, the deputy was completely justified in his actions.” 
 
If you are a member of the media and would like a copy of the entire deputy involved shooting case it can be obtained by contacting 

 
Paul Babeu, Sheriff 

   Deputy Cleared in Shooting Case  
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